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Note: Anything in the play that specifically references Sweden or Swedish society can and
should be changed to reference local events, celebrities, shows, songs, games etcetera. Even
the names of characters can be changed to better evoke the place where the play is being
played.

(/) marks where the next line cuts in.

PROLOGUE

An empty playground at twilight. The actors playing STELLA, LEO, OTTO and HEDVIG are in
the audience. The following lines can either be spoken by one of them or divided among
them. KELLY (rather the actor playing KELLY) is not present here, has no lines.

ACTORS PLAYING STELLA, LEO, OTTO, HEDVIG

(one actor alone/several in chorus, or several taking turns speaking)
An empty playground,

abandoned,

but not yet,

it’s 1997, it's just been built.

Twilight,

a bit chilly.

It's September,

but windless.

A spinner in the playground starts spinning by itself, then stops.

ACTORS PLAYING STELLA, LEO, OTTO, HEDVIG

(one actor alone/several in chorus, or several taking turns speaking)
An empty playground,

all around,

woods,

all around,

darkness.

September 1997,

completely windless.

A swing begins to move back and forth. It also stops.



ACTORS PLAYING STELLA, LEO, OTTO, HEDVIG

(they take turns speaking, interrupting at times before the previous line is finished)

1997.

The year the rapper Notorious B.I.G. gets shot down in L.A. and Faith Evans and Puff Daddy
write a song about it,

(singing) "every step | take, every move | make, every single day, every time | pray, I'll be
missing you",

he’ll never be older than 24 years.

The first Harry Potter book is published.

The Nokia 6110 hits the market with the game Snake,

and Sunset Beach hits the airwaves.

Author Kathy Acker dies in Mexico, she was 50 years old.

A scientist clones a sheep and calls it Dolly.

1997.

Princess Diana dies in a car accident in Paris and Elton John writes a song about it,

(singing) "and it seems to me, you lived your life, like a candle in the wind, never fading with
the sunset, when the rain set in",

she never made it past 36.

Mother Teresa dies. She was 87,

Pokémon and Teletubbies, both born in 97.

(continuing from "She was 87") but later a saint, a legend, immortal.

Titanic opens,

also immortal,

(singing "My heart will go on") "every night in my dreams, | see you, | feel you, that is how |
know you go on".

39 members of the doomsday sect Heaven's Gate commit collective suicide in California,
they think a spaceship is coming for them, a more advanced civilization, happens just when
Hale Bopp, a comet, passes close to the Earth.

They were all between 26 and 72 years old.

There are repeated massacres, over 1000 people dead in Algeria,

Two trains collide in Hunan, China. 126 people die.

(continue from "in Algeria") many of them never reached adult age.

Tornado kills 27 people in Texas.

New Jersey high school student drowns her new-born baby in a toilet.

Designer Versace, shot to death in Miami.

England wins Eurovision with (singing) "love, shine a light in every corner of my heart, let the
love light carry, let the love light carry".



ACTORS PLAYING STELLA, LEO, OTTO, HEDVIG

(one actor alone /several in chorus, or several taking turns speaking)
And in an empty playground,

the 16th of September 1997,

everything is at peace. For now.

The sky is dark,

the full moon shines bright white,

but soon,

it will turn blood red.

1. THE YOUTH

KELLY (VOICE OVER) says some words or phrases as the ACTORS PLAYING STELLA, LEO, OTTO
and HEDVIG speak. THE ACTORS begin searching in an exaggerated fashion for the voices
and physical attributes belonging to the characters they will be playing.

ACTOR PLAYING STELLA
I’'m playing Stella, 13. Clever, clean, no make-up. Don’t smoked, no drink, no boys. Haven’t
had my period and still don’t have boobs.

ACTOR PLAYING LEO
| play Leo, 14. Typical kind of guy, guy. Immature. A virgin. Don’t want to end up like my dad,
grumpy all the time, just working, wanking to pics of Pamela Anderson.

ACTOR PLAYING OTTO
I’'m Otto. 13 years old. A total nerd. Always playing computer games. Mom drinks. A lot. But
life in my game world is pretty chill. | sleep a lot.

ACTOR PLAYING HEDVIG
I'm playing Hedvig, I'm 14. Quiet, secretive, a nature kid. Like animals better than people.
Might have been abused by adults, sexually, | guess. Don't wanna talk about it.

KELLY (VOICE OVER) is silent. THE ACTORS drop their characters.

ACTOR PLAYING HEDVIG
Hedvig gets an invitation in the mail. No return address. But it’s weird, ‘cause it feels like
whoever sent it knows her, know everything about her... and...

ACTOR PLAYING LEO
Yeah, right. Leo got an invitation couple of days ago. Said he was chosen. He was like...
chosen? Sure, okay...



ACTOR PLAYING OTTO
| got it in the mail. "To Otto". No stamp. Hand delivered, straight to our mailbox. “Bring an
object, something that represents the grown-up life you never want to have and...”

KELLY (VOICE OVER), ACTORS PLAYING STELLA, LEO, OTTO, HEDVIG
"meet me, the 16th of September, ten minutes before midnight, at the new playground in
the woods.”

KELLY (VOICE OVER)

I’'ve been thinking about it for ages. Finally, it’s going to happen. I've been watching them for
months, writing everything down. Every one of them | chose with care. It’s a Blood Moon
tonight, a magic night. I've prepared the ritual, down to the slightest detail. Everything to
perfection. Just hope they come. They have to come. They want to, | know because we have
lots in common. No turning back. Now the moon is turning red. Look at it!

2. THE RITUAL
STELLA, HEDVIG, LEO and OTTO in the playground. They look a little lost, play mechanically,
their characters are somewhat exaggerated.

STELLA
Okay, light the candles now.

KELLY (VOICE OVER)
Says Stella, because everyone’s here now, suddenly everyone is here. And Otto is like, jeez...

KELLY (VOICE OVER), OTTO
You're shivering.

STELLA
A little chilly.

KELLY (VOICE OVER)
Then Leo comes up, and is like...

LEO
Stella, here. You can borrow this.

KELLY (VOICE OVER), STELLA
Nah.



HEDVIG
We should start.

KELLY (VOICE OVER)

Says Hedvig. So, they start. Stella knows the spell by heart. No one even thinks it’s strange.
None of them were friends before, they knew each other, some more than others, but they
all showed up because they really wanted this, and it’s finally going to happen.

STELLA, HEDVIG, LEO and OTTO find their characters, start to play more naturally.

STELLA

Here we go.

Blindingly brilliant Blood Moon,
hear our incantation,

you who are tied to the timeless.

LEO
(whispering) Sweet.

HEDVIG
Sssh.

STELLA

You, who grow and wither, like the seasons, like the tide, all life on Earth.
You, bend our minds through time, gives us chaos, madness, death and birth/
hear...

OTTO
(hears something) What was that?

HEDVIG
Just go on.

STELLA

Hear the beat of our desire.

Our body’s mortal time piece, clock of flesh and blood,
hear it, and make it stop. But let life flow in our veins.
As we play tonight under your fiery red glow,

so let us play forever, free from bondage in adult chains.



OTTO
Did you hear that?

LEO
Just the wind, right?

STELLA
Everyone, hold your objects in the air. Name them out loud.

LEO, HEDVIG and OTTO say the following lines, softly simultaneously.

LEO
A bill.

HEDVIG
A condom.

OoTT0
A cork from a wine bottle.

STELLA
One at a time, louder.

LEO
Me first? A bill.

HEDVIG
A condom.

OoTT0
A cork from a wine bottle.

STELLA
A tampon.

LEO
Yuck!

STELLA
Unused. Okay, hold them in the air. Everyone together.



STELLA, LEO, HEDVIG, OTTO

Bleeding Blood Moon, let us become

as we wish in the depths of our longing.

Banish the cares and woes of adulthood,

Child spirits, we’ll be at play, eternally belonging.

A sound is heard, louder, more distinct.

OoTT0
That was not the wind.

LEO
Nope.

STELLA
Throw your objects at the moon.

They throw, the objects fly up and disappear. Immediately a powerful gust of wind blows
through the park, almost knocking them off their feet. Just as suddenly, everything is calm
and still.

3. THE GAME
KELLY, throughout this whole scene, is in the shadows of the trees, observing the others from
a distance. Sometimes we see her, but never clearly enough to be certain.

STELLA
(her nose is bleeding) Feel anything?

HEDVIG
Maybe. A bit.

LEO
| don’t feel nothin’.

OTTO
You’re not letting the spirit in.

STELLA
Right. We need to start playing... now.



LEO
You’re retards, the bunch o’ you. Nothin’ happened. (to STELLA) Stella, something’s on your
face.

STELLA

What? Oy. (wipes the blood from her nose) It will work if we start playing, get it? If we wanna
stay kids and never ever grow up, we need to play until the Blood Moon goes down. (to LEO)
It’s nothing, dipshit. Stop staring.

OTTO

Play how? We ‘sposed to be like waaa, la la la, waaaalalalalaaa chk-chk-chk-chk-chk-chk-chk,
here comes a helicopter, chk-chk-chk, (starts making bird sounds) terwit terwoo, terwit
terwoo / chk-chk-chk-chk, terwit ter-chk-chk-SPLAT (the bird gets mashed by the helicopter).

LEO
Shit, man. Talk about retarded.

STELLA
Blah.

LEO
Don’t think we’re ‘sposed to play like that.

OTTO
So... so maybe we can play like... our best friend’s gone missing and there’s zombies in the
woods and it’s a town called like... Racoon City. | just... (mimes loading a gun) schklikt-klikt...

HEDVIG
You're just playing Resident Evil.

LEO
So? Go make something yourself if you want to. Something original.

OoTTO0
(shoots HEDVIG) Zapp! You say something, sucker? Schklikt-klikt, p-taff.

STELLA
We should probably say yes to everything. (mimes a light sabre) Bbvvvvnnnnn
ffffkrrrshhzzzwooooom/ woom, woooom...



OoTT0
Go with the flow. That some kind of sword?

LEO
Forget it.

STELLA
Woooom/ ffffkrrrshhzzzwooooom, woom...

OoTT0
Hello?

HEDVIG
(to STELLA) Cut me. | wanna see how long | can/ take the pain.

OTTO
What is that? | can’t tell by the sound you’re making.

LEO
| told you it was a dumb idea/ (shooting) pewpew, pewpew.

STELLA
Light sabre.

OTTO
That’s what | thought, jeez, there’s no light sabre in Resident/ Evil.

LEO
Told ya.

STELLA
Yeah. So, you all know each other from before?

HEDVIG
Keep going/ | can still take more pain.

OTTO
Schklikt-klikt, p-taff. Schklikt-klikt, p-taff.

LEO
Do all of us have to play the same game?



STELLA
Guess it’s easier. (tags LEO) Haha. You’re it. Until we come up with something better.

LEO
Aight. Yeah, well Otto’s been following me around since kindergarten.

OTTO
Waaahoooo/ zombie alert, schklikt-klikt, p-taff. Schklikt-klikt, p-taff. (does a zombie walk)
Splosh, splosh, splosh...

STELLA
Yuck!

LEO
Jeez, you’re such a dork. Cut the crap, moron. Like, the three of us, with her, we used to be
in the same class, but none of us really know her.

STELLA
Okay.

HEDVIG
Can’t we play something where everybody knows the rules? Wolf?

LEO
(tags HEDVIG) Tag.

HEDVIG
What?

LEO
You're it. But just ‘til we find / ‘til we find something better to play.

OTTO
Dude, do you remember when Hedvig flipped and went like/ whaaaa...

STELLA
(to HEDVIG) I'm playing too.

HEDVIG
(referring to what OTTO brought up) Yeah, as if.
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LEO
(hearing something) What was that?

OTTO
After that she never said nothing. /Sssh, quiet.

LEO
Shut up.

STELLA
(to HEDVIG) Wolf. Is it same as like Mafia?

OoTT0
It is Mafia.

LEO
Shit, | totally forgot that.

OTTO (catches a glimpse of KELLY in the woods)
See that?

STELLA
Probably just a bird.

LEO
| don’t think it’s working. Don’t feel nothin’ at all.

KELLY (VOICE OVER)
It's gonna work. Just wait.

OTTO
Bigger than a bird.

LEO
(whispering)
Maybe it was Kelly.

OoTT0
Don’t mention her. I'll freak.
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Everyone shuts up, starts looking in the shadows to see if anyone is out there. STELLA
sneezes. Everyone jumps.

STELLA
Sorry! Come on... let’s just play hide and seek or something.

OTTO
Are you for real? In the woods? No freaking way!

STELLA
Shit! Okay.

LEO
You're scared that Kelly’s going to find you?

OTTO
Lay off, warning you.

HEDVIG
Isn’t Kelly in jail?

oTTO0
I’'m gonna/ freak.

LEO
Come on! She’s only thirteen!
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